
The use of forest biomass to create clean and efficient energy has been utilized in 
small scale for many years, mostly by forest industry facilities. New technology and 
proposed government policy present incentives to convert forest biomass into fuel 
and offer the potential to provide a cleaner and independent U.S. fuel source. 
However, as the Federal government has begun mandating renewable energy 
production, recent federal legislation has created competing definitions of forest 
biomass. The Southern Group of State Foresters asked FIA analysts to evaluate the 
available forest biomass under both the Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 (EISA) and the 2008 Farm Bill. 

The 2007 EISA limits the amount of forest biomass from naturally regenerated forest 
land, and relies primarily on forest biomass from planted stands to meet the fuel 
standard and qualify for renewable fuel credits. The source of tree biomass delivered 
to an energy facility would be tracked by a required chain-of-custody system 
identifying the type of landowner and verifying trees from plantations or natural 
stands. In addition, Federal lands are excluded from such opportunities.

The 2008 Farm Bill definition of forest biomass does not restrict natural or plantation 
forest land leaving the available biomass open to most private forest land.

The following maps and charts provide a comparison of definitions that demonstrate 
the potential reduction of biomass unconditionally qualifying as “renewable biomass”
under the 2007 ESIA versus the more inclusive 2008 Farm Bill definition.

E.g. – For the States and associated Territories identified below, the 2007 Energy Act 
reduces the qualifying timberland area available by 170.7 million acres or 79 percent 
compared to the definition in the 2008 Farm Bill.
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