Forest Inventory and Analysis
General Field Data Collection Job Description

Background

Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) is a National program of the USDA Forest Service
that conducts and maintains comprehensive inventories of the forest resources in the
United States. The Southern Research Station FIA Unit in Knoxville, TN in cooperation
with southern State forestry agencies are responsible for inventorying over 250 million
acres of forestland spread across 13 Southern States, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin
Islands.
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The primary field data collection effort is completed by the State forestry agencies
although the USDA Forest Service FIA has a small number of field staff. All quality
assurance (QA) functions are completed by USDA Forest Service FIA personnel that are
located throughout the southern US. Data collection in the commonwealth of Puerto Rico
and the US Virgin Islands is completed by USDA Forest Service personnel based at the
International Institute of Tropical Forestry in Rio Piedras, PR.

General Inventory Description

The FIA Program inventories the southern forests using a three-phase sample. In phase 1
(remote sensing), we use aerial photography and/or satellite imagery to determine forest area
in each State. In phase 2 (field plots), we visit a selection of the forested acres identified in
phase 1 to further describe the forests. In phase 3, we visit 1 out of every 16 phase 2 field
plots during the summer and collect additional information about the forest.
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On all of our field plots (phase 2 and
phase 3) we gather quantitative and )
qualitative measurements that describe: Phase 2/Phase 3 Plot Design
tree measurements and characteristics,

counts of tree regeneration, general land

use, and general stand characteristics ,@H
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On the phase 3 plots, we collect a more
extensive set of data during the growing R

season — June, July, and August. These

O Subplot 24.0 ft ( 7.32 m) radius
measures relate to forest ecosystem ) .

. . & Microplot 6.8 ft ( 2.07 m) radius
function, condition, and health. The % AR plE 58.9 & (17.95 m) radius
current measurements_ on the phase 3 ri":) Lichens plot 120.0 ft (36.60 m) radius
plots can be grouped into the following B Vegetation plot -
categories: crown conditions, soil erosion — Soll Sampling (point sample)
pOtentlaI’ soil chemical and phy5|cal — Down Woody Debris  24.0 ft ( 7.32 m) transects

analyses, lichen communities, vegetation
diversity and structure, and down woody
debris.

General Position Descriptions:

Because of the various state organizations involved in data collection, specific information
regarding salaries, benefits, and duty location cannot be covered in this document. Interested
applicants should contact the appropriate state forestry agency. One general comment that
can be stated regardless of the particular State forestry agency or the USDA Forest Service, is
that often the field inventory positions have been used as entry-level trainee positions for
other jobs within the respective governmental organization.

The field inventory crew individuals collect basic forest resource data; locate selected points
on the ground from aerial photographs or other imagery; run compass lines and measures
distances; make plot and tree measurements; identify all woody vegetation on selected plots;
classify stands according to forest type, age, site index and various land use classes. Field
inventory crew individuals count stumps on inventory plots and contact landowners, county
and state officials, and others to collect information on timber removals and to determine land
ownership, ownership size, and ownership tenure.
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Field crews must be able to use basic forestry equipment, read aerial photography to identify
locations on the ground, and identify tree species within their geographic area. These skills
can be refined during the first couple of months after starting field work. Field crews also use
GPS units and portable data recorders to collect information on FIA plots.

All newly hired field crews go through a on-the-job training period. This training period
involves exposure and application of all field data collection activites. On-the-job training
generally involves working with a series trained individuals for six to eight weeks. Training
is culminated with a certification plot. Field crew individuals have two chances to pass a
certification plot. All state forestry agencies and USDA Forest Service policies require that
the field crew individual pass a certification plot to satisfy probation requirements for
continued employment.

These positions involve travel. Applications must show evidence of willingness to travel.
Mobility is a required condition of employment for field inventory positions and the
individual should expect reassignments to other work locations. Some work may be in
remote wilderness areas with extended hours and overnight camping. The individual should
expect to work in adverse weather conditions.

For more information on the Southern Research Station, Forest Inventory and
Analysis Program:

Visit our web page at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/ or you may also visit the National FIA web
page at: http://fia.fs.fed.us

You can also contact us at the following address:
Dale Trenda
US Department of Agriculture - Forest Service
Southern Research Station - Forest Inventory and Analysis Program
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
dtrenda@fs.fed.us
(865) 862-2000

For more information on the various state forestry agencies, Forest Inventory and
Analysis Program: Contact the various state forestry agencies at the following addresses:

Alabama Forestry Commission Arkansas Forestry Commission
Brian Hendricks Darren Spinks
513 Madison Ave. #20 Industrial Blvd. Hwy.225 W
Montgomery, AL 36104 P.O. Box 10
Brian.Hendricks@forestry.alabama.gov Greenbrier, AR 72058
334.240.9370 darren.spinks@arkansas.gov

501.296.1864
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Florida Division of Forestry
Britt Evans
3125 Conner Blvd. #C-15, Suite 1
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650
evansbl@doacs.state.fl.us
850.414.9955

Georgia Forestry Commission
David Dickinson
5640 Old Newnan Rd.
Carrolton, GA 30117
ddickinson@gfc.state.ga.us
770.238.7685

Kentucky Division of Forestry
Ray Campbell
627 Comanche Trail
Frankfort, KY 40601
raymondd.campbell@ky.gov
502.564.4496

Mississippi Forestry Commission
Ben Bingham
1711 McCullough Blvd.
P.O. Box 703
Tupelo, MS 38802
bbingham@mfc.state.ms.us
662.842.5312

North Carolina Division of Forest
Resources
Don Roach
1616 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1616
don.roach@ncmail.net
919.857.4851

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture and
Forestry
Kerry Dooley
P.O. Box 40
Broken Bow, OK 74728
kerry.dooley@oda.state.ok.us
580.584.3351

South Carolina Forestry Commission
Byron Rominger
5500 Broad River Rd.
Columbia, SC 29212
brominger@forestry.state.sc.us
803.896.8804

Tennessee Division of Forestry
John Mullins
404 Engert Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37922
john.mullins@state.tn.us
865.599.9947

Texas Forest Service
Chris Brown
John B. Connally Bldg.
301 Tarrow, Suite 364
College Station, TX 77845
cbrown@tfs.tamu.edu
979.458.6630

Virginia Department of Forestry
John Pemberton
4509 CCC Rd.
Ruther Glen, VA 22546
john.pemberton@dof.virginia.gov
434.977.6555



