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SRS FIA Information Update

Partners and collaborators are the lifeblood of the Forest Inventory and
Analysis (FIA) Program. In terms of delivering the Southern FIA Program,
our job would be more difficult without the partnership with our state
forestry organizations. They have been instrumental in the collection

of FIA data in the southern United States. The same can be said of our
other collaborators, primarily university researchers who help answer

the research questions to advance the FIA program. They can provide
expertise that may not exist within the Southern Research Station (SRS)
FIA Program or even nationally within FIA.

All of this work done by SRS FIA and our partners is to support the
customers in the use of FIA data. In this case our State and university
partners can also be customers. In addition to these traditional or historic
customers, forest industry is also a major long-term customer of FIA data.
As the FIA expands such as through the latest Farm Bill and subsequent
National FIA Strategic Plan, our customer list will grow, especially in
areas outside of tradition use of FIA data. This is good! By increasing our
customer list and providing additional data and information, we increase
the numbers FIA supporters. In addition, we build a broader and more
diverse list of supporters. This was one of the factors that were outcomes
of the First and Second Blue Ribbon Panels on the FIA Program. This
diverse list of groups publically supported the growth of the FIA Program
in the mid-1990s. It assisted to get the FIA Program where it is today.

As always, if you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please
submit those questions to Charlene Walker (cwalker@fs.fed.us) and we
will address them in a future issue of The Inventory. Thank you for your
interest in FIA and please let us know how we may serve you in the future.

Bill Burkman

SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fs.fed.us
865-862-2073
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Status of Current Field
Inventories

For more infarmatz’on, contact
Dale Trenda at 865-862-2039
or dtrenda@fs.fed. us.

Field Personnel
Participate in Office
Detail

Cycle and Percent

subcycle of current

of subcycle

Cycle Subcycle current collection

State start date start date inventory completed
Alabama 2012 Sept-13 10-2014 84
Arkansas 2010 Jan-14 10-2014 58
Florida 2014 Feb-14 10-2014 54
Georgia 2009 Nov-13 10-2014 67
Kentucky 2010 June-13 7-2013 68
Louisiana 2009 Feb-14 8-2014 36
Mississippi 2009 Aug-14 9-2014 7
North Carolina 2008 Oct-13 9-2014 85
Oklahoma (east) 2010 Jan-14 8-2014 99
Oklahoma (west) 2009 June-14 2-2014 18
Puerto Rico 2011 June-13 5-2013 92
South Carolina 2012 Jan-14 11-2014 60
Tennessee 2009 June-13 9-2013 94
Texas (east) 2013 Nov-13 10-2014 66
Texas (west) 2004 Apr-13 1-2013 61
U.S. Virgin Islands 2009 Aug-14 3-2014 0
Virginia 2012 June-14 10-2014 13

Information compiled August 27, 2014.

Beginning June 29, 2014, Lee McCord (FIA
Field Forester, Mississippi) and Kerry Dooley
(FIA QA/QC Forester, Texas) traveled to
Knoxville, TN to spend 6 weeks working

with the Resource Use section of the Southern
Research Station (SRS), Forest Inventory and
Analysis (FIA) Program. During their tenure

in these positions Lee and Kerry conducted
primary mill surveys for selected States, entered
mill survey information into a national database
program, participated in a meeting with forest
industry executives interested in SRS FIA data,
and co-authored State Factsheets and Harvest
and Utilization studies. They also had the
opportunity to interact with personnel from
other sections within SRS FIA, gaining a better
understanding of various roles in the program. It

was a good opportunity for these field personnel
to see how the data they collect in their regular
positions is compiled, analyzed and, shared
with the public. In turn, personnel who have not
had recent opportunity to visit field plots were
able to get clarification on how data collection
changes are playing out on the ground. Seeing
the end products and the interest from user
groups gave Kerry a better sense of how useful
the field data she gathers can be. Gaining this
perspective will make the sometimes challenging
field conditions encountered in data collection a
little more bearable.

In the coming weeks, Peter McBride (FIA Field
Forester, Louisiana), will spend 6 weeks doing
similar work in the Knoxville office.




Forest Service Scientists
Conduct Workshop in

Vietnam

For more l'nformatl'on, contact
Anita Rose at 865-862-2029 or
anitarose@fs.fed. us.
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SilvaCarbon is a flagship program that supports
the United States Government’s strategy for

fast start financing for countries participating in
reducing emissions from deforestation and forest
degradation and enhancing forest carbon stocks
(REDD+) in developing countries. As one of the
cooperating Federal agencies in the SilvaCarbon
effort, the U.S. Forest Service’s (USFS)
International Programs and FIA Program have
shared experiences with several countries on

the design and implementation of national

forest inventories, including the Government of
Vietnam.

In preparation for the collection of ecological
research plot data and the implementation of
a fifth national forest inventory, Vietnam has

requested additional collaboration and capacity
building on data analysis and interpretation. A
forest inventory data analysis workshop was
designed in recognition of the importance of
delivering information to those that need it to
make decisions on forest resource management,
to make better use of the resources spent
implementing an inventory, and thereby
maintain support for forest inventory programs.

The USFES provided Vietnam with training on
data analysis and interpretation. The workshop,
which lasted from June 30, 2014 to July 3,
2014, covered data processing, data review
post processing, estimating tree volume, tree
biomass, and forest carbon pools from forest
inventory data, and data presentation.

Forest Service employees conduct workshop in Hanoi, Vietnam.
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Data Posted

For more z'nﬁ;rmation, contact
Ali Conner at 865-862-2228 or
aconner@fs.fed.us.

Fusiform Rust Persists in ~ Fusiform rust is a devastating disease that
the Southeastern United affects pine trees, particularly slash and loblolly
in the southeastern United States. It is caused by
States a fungus that usually infects pine trees at a very
young age. Swellings known as galls or cankers
occur at the point of infection. Tree mortality
often occurs as a result of the disease or, if the
tree survives, the cankers become points of
future breakage.

In 1970, annual southwide losses caused by
fusiform rust were estimated to be about $250
million. Since then, millions of research dollars
have been spent selecting, breeding, and out-
planting rust-resistant slash and loblolly pine
planting stock in an effort to reduce disease
losses. As a result of these research efforts,

as well as improved management activities,
pine plantation productivity today is more

than double what it was in 1940. Nevertheless,
fusiform rust continues to persist in southern
pine plantations. This study uses data from the
U.S. Forest Service FIA Inventory and Analysis
Program to evaluate what changes, if any, have
occurred in fusiform rust incidence over the last
30 years. Results showed that in some areas,
fusiform rust currently exists at levels lower than
those observed in the 1980s, whereas in other
areas, fusiform rust incidence has changed very
little over the last 30 years.
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Fusiform rust stand showing many canl

For additional information,

m;z;ﬁ (Ig(gé);;;;&;]?ﬂndolp/a More detailed information about the disease can
at 865-862- or be read here: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/
krandolph@f. fed.us. fidls/fusiform/fidl-fusi.htm
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National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest

National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us

National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/other/default.asp
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/

Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/





